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In the 1930s, frequent dust storms in Oklahoma, 
Kansas and northern Texas, an area known as 
the Dust Bowl, created a crisis for farmers. The 
severe storms earned the name “black blizzards.” 
Just like snowstorms, they reduced visibility and 
covered everything with thick deposits, not of 
snow, but of soil.

Dust storms can lift soil high into the atmosphere. 
At times, dust from the Sahara Desert has 
traveled all the way across the Atlantic Ocean to 
Florida in the United States. Another dust storm 
blew soil from western China around the world 
in 13 days. The dust later fell on the US 
Pacifi c Coast.

Dust storms occur when strong winds pick up dry 
dirt and sand and carry it long distances. The 
thick clouds of dust that form can reach heights 
of more than 1.5 kilometers. 

The dust storms caused extreme erosion because 
the thin layer of fertile soil blew away. In other 
areas, farmland was covered in dust and sand. As 
a result, people couldn’t grow food or feed their 
farm animals.

Nowadays, dust storms continue to occur in dry 
areas in Australia, China, Northern Africa and 
the United States. In 2009, a dust storm crossed 
eastern Australia. It was 500 kilometers wide 
and 1,000 kilometers long. It carried 16 billion 
kilograms of soil and deposited much of it in the 
Pacifi c Ocean. 

Scientists believe that climate change, population 
growth and improper farming techniques 
contribute to the frequency and severity of dust 
storms. For this reason, it is important for people 
to use water wisely, protect forests and wetlands 
and grow food in a way that does not cause 
soil erosion.
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 1 Read the captions and underline the answer for each question.

1.  Which factors contribute to the occurrence of dust storms?

a) strong winds c) dry dirt and strong winds

b) thick clouds d) dry dirt and thick clouds

2.  What does 1.5 kilometers describe?

a) the speed of dust storms c) the distance dust travels

b) the height of dust clouds d) all of these

3.  The caption for the second picture explains that  

a) dust storms occur everywhere c) dust can escape into space

b) Florida is becoming a desert d) dust can travel large distances

4.  The Dust Bowl was created at a time when

a) dust storms were frequent and severe c) US farmers were very successful

b) the snow was dirty d) dust interrupted sporting events

5.  How can dust storms be bad for farmers?

a) They remove fertile soil. c) They cover fi elds in dust.

b) They bury equipment.  d) all of these

6.  Why was the 2009 dust storm signifi cant?

a) It was extremely large. c) It happened in the United States.

b) It destroyed a city. d) It happened at night.

7.  How can people reduce the frequency and severity of dust storms?

a) by protecting forests and wetlands c) by using water wisely

b) by preventing soil erosion d) all of these


