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1.  The tragedy of Pompeii allows us to .

a) predict volcanic eruptions b) learn about life in the Roman Empire c) provide water for the city’s inhabitants

2.  Pompeii was a . 

a) new city b) famous aqueduct c) popular vacation destination

3.  An  destroyed the city of Pompeii.

a) earthquake b) eruption c) excavation

4.  The people of Pompeii died because of .

a) intense heat b) rock and ash c) lava fl ows

5.  People rediscovered Pompeii .

a) in 1916 b) fi ve hundred years ago c) in AD 79

6.  Pompeii is unique because .

a) it is very close to Rome b) it is 2,000 years old c) people’s shapes have been preserved

We know many things about daily life in the Roman Empire thanks to a terrible tragedy that 
occurred in Pompeii in AD 79. The city of Pompeii was about 130 miles south of Rome, a short 
trip by ship and a popular vacation destination. By AD 79, it had been a busy port town for 
more than seven hundred years. It had villas, restaurants, a huge market and even a hotel. 
Water was abundant, entering the city through an aqueduct that Emperor Augustus had 
built 100 years earlier. More than 25 different fountains provided water to the city’s 20,000 
inhabitants. There were also several public baths and a large swimming pool. 
In the year AD 79, all this life ended. The area had suffered from frequent minor earthquakes 
in the past, but this time was different. Mount Vesuvius, a volcano near Pompeii, exploded in 
a violent eruption. Intense heat killed the people who hadn’t already left Pompeii, and layers 
of ash and rock buried their bodies. The eruption completely destroyed the city. In the 16th 
century, builders found some unusual buildings and art while they were excavating land for a 
canal. Excavations of Pompeii have continued to this day. The body shapes of the victims of 
the AD 79 eruption are still visible. The ash and rock that covered them also has preserved their 
forms for nearly 2,000 years!
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